- Complexity
and
Contradiction
in Architecture

Robert Venturi

with an introduction by Vincent Scully

The Museum of Modern Art Papers on Architecture

The Museum of Modern Art, New York

in association with

the Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in
the Fine Arts, Chicago '
Distributed by Harry N. Abrams, Inc., New York



Contents

Acknowledgments 6
Foreword 8
Introduction 9

Preface 13

1. Nonstraightforward Architecture:
A Gentle Manifesto 16

[

Complexity and Contradiction vs.
Simplification or Picturesqueness 16

3. Ambiguity 20

4. Contradictory Levels:
The Phenomenon of “Both-And” in Architecture

5. Contradictory Levels Continued:
The Double-Functioning Element 34

6. Accommodation and the Limitations of Order:
The Conventional Element 41

7. Contradiction Adapted 45

8. Contradiction Juxtaposed 56

9. The Inside and the Qutside 70

10. The Obligation Toward the Difficult Whole 88
11. Works 106

Notes 132

Photograph Credits 133

23



