
YES IS MORE!
- A TI^EDRY DF EVDLUTIDN

The traditional image of the radical ar-
chitect is the angry young man rebelling
against the establishment. The avant-
garde is defined by what it is against
rather than what it is for.
This leads to an oedipal succession of
contradictions where each generation
says the opposite of the previous. And if
your agenda is dependent on being the
opposite of someone else's - you are
simply a follower in reverse.
Rather than being radical by saying fuck
the'context, - the establishment, - the
neighbours, - the budget, or - gravity, we
want to try to turn pleasing into a radical
agenda.
The Danish welfare state is the culture
of consensus. The socially most egalitar-
ian country in the^world, it is ruled by
the good principles that everybody has
the same rights, every point of view the
same value.
Besides the obvious societal virtues, /
these principles have had a significant
side effect in the realm of architecture: a
gray goo of sameness accounting'for the
vast majority of the urban tissue, where
most attempts to stick out have been
beaten down into the same non-offensive
generic box, and all libido invested in
polishing and perfecting the ever finer •
detail?. The sum of all the little concerns
seems to have blocked the view of the
big picture.
What if trying to make everybody happy
did not have to lead to compromise or the
lowest common denominator? It could
be a way tofind the ever elusive sum-
mersault that twists and turns in order to
fulfill every desire and avoid stepping on
anyone's toes.
Rather than revolution, we are interested
in evolution. Like Darwin describes cre-
ation as a process of excess and selec-
tion, we propose to let the forces of so-

ciety, the multiple interests of everyone,
decide which of our ideas can live, and
which must die. Surviving ideas evolve
through mutation and crossbreeding into
an entirely new species of architecture.
Human life evolved through adaptation to
changes in the natural environment. With
the invention of architecture and technol-
ogy we have seized the power to adapt
our surroundings to the way we want to
live, rather than the other way around.
This is what makes it interesting to be an
architect: as life evolves, our cities and
our architecture need to evolve with it.
Our cities are not polluted or congested
because they have to be. They are what
they are because that's how we made
them. So when something doesn't fit -
anymore, we architects have the ability -
and responsibility - to make sure that our
cities don't force us to adapt to outdated
leftovers from the past, but actually fit to
the way we want to live. _---''
Viewed in this way we architects don't
have to remain misunderstood geniuses,
frustrated by the lack of understanding,
appreciation or funding. We won't even
be the creators of architecture but rath^_
er the midwives-of the continuous birth
of architectural species shaped by the
countless criteria of multiple interests.
The whole world insists on conflict. The
media craves conflict, and the politicians
craving media presence need to engage
in conflict to get there. Currently-the big-
gest conflict in Danish politics is that the
social democrats and the liberals (left
and right) promote identical political pro-
grams which in any other context would
be the very definition of harmony! In poli-
tics, it's the opposite.
What if design could be the opposite of
politics? Not by ignoring conflict, but by
feeding from it. A way to incorporate
and integrate differences, not through
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AN ARCHICOMIC

! 1. FOUND IN TRANSLATION
j People's Building

j 2. A WELFAIRYTALE
_. Danish Pavilion in Shanghai

1 3. LEARNING FRDM LDMBORD
'-A Little Denmark

'«|4. URBAN TETRIS
!l The VM Houses

~^ 5. VERTICAL SUBURBIA
The Mountain

1 B. INFINITY LDDP
J 8-house and Little Tower

J 7.-5FID1ANISH STEPS
i Scala Tower

S B. MDDULAR MANIA
I Lego Towers

3. SCANDINAVIAN SKYSCRAPER
Escher Tower

1 TO. BUREAUCRATIC BEAUTY
I Tajhuset

] 11 r URBAN INTEGRATJON
J The B'attery .-•'

12. BARDQUE NET.WDRK
Vilnius World Trade Center I /

j 13. BARDQUE CITY UPSIDE DDWN
I Vilnius World Trade Center II

14.THE7 PEAKS DF AZERBAIJAN
_^Zira Zero Island

15. THE BIG PICTURE
Superharbour

16. URBAN TYPOGRAPHY
Vejle Houses

i] 17. SPLIT PERSONALITY
I W Towers

j 1B. TWISTED MINDS
I The Fan Buildings

I 13. CADAVRE EXQUIS
I Holbaek Harbour



2D. SWEPT UNDER THE CARPET
Maritime Youth House

,0 2 1 . TO BE AND NDT TO BE
Danish Maritime Museum

! 22. COLDR THERAPY
_J Helsingar Psychiatric Hospital

1 23. RE-SQUAT
_J Sjakket Youth Club

j 24. SWIMMING POOL INSIDE OUT
I The Water Culture House

jjf 25. PUBLIC PROSCENIUM
ZJ Stavanger Concert Hall

2B. NATIONAL-
Landsbanki

STAGE OF ICELAND

27. SDCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE
Slussen

I 2B. DOMUS PONTUS
I The Housing Bridge -

<\ 23. BATTLEFIELD
^ i The Cloverfield

3D. MARBLED BLOCK
Holy Road ' ~

3 1 . INSTANT ICDN
. The Art Cross

32. ENGINEERING/WITHOUT ENGINES
Redovre Tower * /

\ /
I 33. ROYAL TREATMENT
1 VMCP Hotel /

34. SHEIKH CHIC
Leadership Tower

35. POST-PETROLEUM PALACE
The 5 Pillars of Bawadi

BIG CITY

MY PLAYGROUND
Team Jiyo [51 MTN

YES MAN
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