
Avant-Garde 
as Method 

Vkhutemas 
and the Pedagogy 

of Space 

1920—1930 

Anna 
Bokov 



The School: 
Institutionalizing 
the Avant-Garde 

Acknowledgments 

16 

Foreword 
by Kenneth Frampton 

22 

Obzor deyatelnosti Otdela izobrazitelnykh 
iskusstv (Review of the Activity 

of the Department of Fine Arts), 1920 [excerpt] 

26 

Foreword by Alexander Lavrentiev 
Universal Algorithms in 
Architecture and Design 

28 

Introduction 

Incubator 
for the 

New "We": 
Constructing 

the Future 

64 

Institutional 
History: 

Revolution 
in 

Education 
84 

Otkryvayutsya Gosudarstvennye Svobodnye 
Khudozhestvennye Masterskie (Opening 

[Announcement] of the Free State Art Studios), 1918 

98 

De/o po vyboram rukovoditeley Svobodnykh 
Gosudarstvennykh khudozhestvennykh masterskikh 

(Dossier of the Election of the Heads of the 
Free State Art Studios), 1918 [excerpt] 

100 

Organiza
tional 

Structure: 
Pluralist 

Condenser 

102 

Exposition de 1925: Section URSS: catalogue 
(Exhibition of 1925: USSR Section: Catalog), 1925 

[excerpt] 

112 

Educational 
Networks: 

Consolidating 
Core 

Knowledge 
118 

40 Vkhutein, Vysshiy gosudarstvennyy Khudozhestvenno 
Tekhnicheskiy Institut v Moskve (Vkhutein, Higher 



Laboratory: 
Architecture 
as Science 

"Foundations of 
Method® the TheorV 
Method. 0f Architecture» 

186 

Anticipating From Matter 
Rationalism: to Form 

218 

Izvestiya Asnova 
(Asnova News), 1926 

248 

"Measuring 
Spatial Architecture 

Psychotechnics: with 
Architecture" 

256 

From 
Formulas Composition 
for Space: to 

Combination 
268 

Arkhitektura i Vkhutein 



Teaching 
as Experiment 

Prolegomena to 
Propaedeutics: 

"Stepping 
into the 

Unknown" 
286 

Rationalizing "Kitchen of 
Space: Architecture" 

Modeling "The Material of 
Space: Architecture" 

Graphic Construction Course, Initsiativa (Initiative) 
Assignments, Vkhutemas, 1920—21 

360 

Space Course Assignments, Obmas, 
Vkhutemas, 1920-23(24) 

376 

Space Course Assignments, Core Division, 

300 

320 

Constructing 
Initiative: 

The 
Laboratory 

Course 
334 



Inventing a 
Universal Future 

Pedagogy theChair 
in Practice: tQ the aty 

410 

Iskusstvo v bytu 
(Art in [Everyday] Life), 1925 [excerpt] 

430 

i "The Armature 
Aggregates: <" ^day 

438 

Lef: Zhurnal levogo fronta iskusstv 
(Lef: Journal of the Left Front of the Arts), 1923 

[excerpt] 

476 

Great Assembly 
Structures: fhe Masses 

478 

Dynamic Envisioning 
Projections: New JHy 

498 

Arkhitektura: Raboty arkhitekturnogo 
fakulteta Vkhutemasa, 1920—1927 

(Architecture: Works of the Architecture 


