
^SAGE Study Skills 

Doing a 
Literatu re 
Review 
Releasing the Social Science 
Research Imagination 

Chris Hart 

(DSAGE 
Los Angeles | London | New Delhi 

Singapore | Washington DC 



Contents 

List of figures and tables vi 

Preface viii 

Acknowledgements x 

1 The literature review in research 1 

2 Reviewing and the research imagination 26 

3 Classifying and reading research 44 

4 Argumentation analysis 79 
/> 

5 Organizing and expressing ideas 109 

6 Mapping and analysing ideas 142 

7 Writing the review ^ 172 

Appendix 1: the proposal 207 

Appendix 2: how to cite references 209 

Appendix 3: presentation of a dissertation 213 

Appendix 4: managing information and keeping records \ 215 

Appendix 5: checklist of dos and don'ts for reviewing 219 

References / 220 

Index - 224 


