ETH Zurich
MAS Urban Design

Housing Cairo —

'The Intormal Response

Ruby Press

Edited by Marc Angélil and
Charlotte Malterre-Barthes in collaboration
with Something Fantastic and CLLUSTER



CONTENT

1. INTRODUCTION
1.1) HOUSING CAIRO: THE INFORMAL RESPONSE ................. 25

Charlotte Malterre-Barthes
1.2) BUILT INFORMALITY IN CAIRO: AN ANTI-GLOSSARY ... 32

2. HOUSING CAIRO

2.1) DESERT CAPITAL .ot e ae e 42
Greg Dimitriadis, Dionysta Kouniaki

2.2) “AFFORDABLE HOUSES” ...ooe e 48
Bernardo M. Falcdo, Patrick Abou Khalil

2.3) DELUSIONAL CAIRO ..o eee e 58
Alice Merche, Stamacina Lamprou

2.4) SUB-DIVIDING EGYPT ..o eee e 66
Ameya Joshi, Francesco Tonarelli

2.5) ANEWVERNACULAR ...t 76
Maria Kouvari, Heechul Jung

2.6) SNAPSHOTS OF CONSTRUCTION ..covviiviiiiiineiieeeieceee e, 88
Daniel Ostrowski, Katharina Zerlauth

2.7) ONTHE INTELLIGENCE OF INFORMAL .......cccoooeivriinnnnnann. 98
CONSTRUCTION
Christine Fischer, Shinji Terada ....oooccovvvvvvririccinnirecc s 104

2.8) WAR ON INFORMALITY
Zo1 Alexandropoulou, Marilena Fotopoulou

3.”THE INFORMAL RESPONSE: ARD EL-LLEWA

3.1) JUST ANOTHER NEIGHBORHOOD .....coovvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiieiees 118

3.2) ASTORY OF CONSTRUCTION ..o eeeeeeeevearseaannans 122
Charlotte Malterre-Barthes

3.3) FIVE TYPOLOGIES ...ttt inv e aaeans 130

4. ANOTHER ARCHITECTURE

4.1) SEVEN URBAN DESIGN PROJECTS FOR ARD EL-LEWA 170

22



CONTENT

4.2) INSIDE OUT ..ot 174
Grigorios Dimitriadis, Bernado Menezes Falcdo, Shinji Terada

4.3) URBAN SEEDS et 184
Christine Fisher, Maria Eleni Fotopoulou, Katharina Zerlauth

44) A GIFT oottt s st a e s ana s e st e s s saaaan 196
Maria Kouvari, Elisavet Papadopoulou

4.5) THE BRICK, THE HOUSE, THE NEIGHBORHOOD ........... 206
Zoi Alexandropoulou, Foteini Vitou, Dimitra Zarri

4.6) SOLIDARY CITY oo 216
Dionysia Kouniaki, Alice Merche

4.7y SPECIES OF SPACES ...coioiiiieeee e 226
Ameya Joshi, Stamatina Lamprou, Francesco Tonnarelli

4.8) THE RIGHT TO URBANITY ..o 236

Patrick Abou Khalil, Heechul Jung, Daniel Ostrowski

5. CONCLUSION

5.1) AN INTRODUCTION TO INFORMAL HOUSING
IN CATIRQO oot v e e e a e e 252
Sarah Sabry

5.2) THE DANGER OF ROMANTICIZING INFORMALITY ...... 256

Cluster Catro

5.3) RECEDING RURALITY .ottt v 260
Charlotte Malterre-Barthes

5.4) FORM FOLLOWS FOOD ..o e 268
Marc Angélil, Cary Siress

5.5) INFORMALITY: PRESCRIPTIVE MEASURES? ................... 275

David Sims

AFTERWORD: THE INFORMAL RESPONSE ..o 281
Mohamed Elshahed

ARABIC TTRANSLATIONS: A STORY OF CONSTRUCTION ....... 285
G OS S A RY et e e e e e e e e s s e e e e e st et 293
ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS ..o 293
BIBLIOGRAPY oottt e e e e e e era e 295
CONTRIBUTORS ot ie e e ee e e tave e e 298
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS oot eeee e een 301
COLOPHON ..ottt e eeeee e v e v esreerssenm st anesrenanes 304

23



