
Chair Anatomy 
Design and Construction 
James Orrom 

With over 700 illustrations 

i ffl UNIVERSITAT 
I m LIECHTENSTEIN 

Bibliothek 

Thames & Hudson 



Contents 
James Orrom is Professor of Furniture 

and Product Design at the Rosenheim 

University of Applied Sciences in 

Germany. In 1987 he co-founded the 

Umlauf & Orrom Studio for Industrial 

Design in Munich, producing award-

winning products for the furniture, 

film and porcelain industries, among 

others. He took up his first teaching 

post in 1989, and has been lecturing at 

Rosenheim since 2003. Born in England, 

he lives with his family in Bavaria. 

First published in the United Kingdom 

in 2018 by Thames & Hudson Ltd, 
181A High Holborn, London WC1V 70X 

Chair Anatomy: Design and Construction 

© 2018 Thames & Hudson Ltd, London 

Text © 2018 James Orrom 

Photographs © 2018 James Orrom, 

unless otherwise stated on p. 240 

Line drawings © 2018 Victoria Orrom 

Designed by Samuel Clark 

www.bytheskydesign.com 

All Rights Reserved. No part of this 

publication may be reproduced or 

transmitted in any form or by any 

means, electronic or mechanical, 

including photocopy, recording or any 

other information storage and retrieval 

system, without prior permission in 

writing from the publisher. 

British Library Cataloguing-in-

Publication Data 

A catalogue record for this book is 

available from the British Library 

2013/335' 
ISBN 978-0-500-02175-0 

Printed in China by RR Donnelley 

To find out about all our publications, please 

visit www.thamesandhudson.com. There 

you can subscribe to our e-newsletter, 

browse or download our current catalogue, 

and buy any titles that are in print. 

Introduction 

THE CHAIRS 

.03 12 Chair One 56 
Maarten Van Severen Konstantin Grcic 

3107 16 Chaise Longue (LC4) 60 
Arne Jacobsen Charlotte Perriand, Le Corbusier, 

Pierre Jeanneret 
Air 20 
Jasper Morrison Chippensteel 64 

Oskar Zieta 
Antelope 24 
Ernest Race Copenhague 68 

Ronan and Erwan Bouroullec 
Antony 28 
Jean Prouve De La Warr Pavilion 72 

Edward Barber and Jay Osgerby 
BA3 32 
Ernest Race DKR 76 

Charles and Ray Eames 
Basel 36 
Jasper Morrison DSW 80 

Charles and Ray Eames 
Blow 40 
Jonathan De Pas, Donato D'Urbino, Go 84 
Paolo Lomazzi, Carla Scolari Ross Lovegrove 

Butterfly Stool 44 
Sori Yanagi 

Cab 48 
Mario Bellini 

Cesca (S 32) 52 
Marcel Breuer 

Grand Confort (LC2) 88 
Charlotte Perriand, Le Corbusier, 
Pierre Jeanneret 

Knotted 92 
Marcel Wanders 

Landi 96 
Hans Coray 

http://www.thamesandhudson.com


LCW 100 Red-Blue 148 Ulm Stool 196 
Charles and Ray Eames Gerrit Rietveld Max Bill. Hans Gugelot, Paul Hildiger 

LL04 104 Round 152 Universale 200 
Maarten Van Severen Hans J. Wegner Joe Colombo 

Lord Yo 108 S 33/S 34 156 Veryround 204 
Philippe Starck Mart Stam Louise Campbell 

Lounge 112 Safari 160 Vilbert 208 
Nick Crosbie Kaare Klint Verner Panton 

Mezzadro Stool 116 Sedia 1 (1123 xP) 164 Washington Skin 212 
Achille and Pier Giacomo Castig llioni Enzo Mari David Adjaye 

No. 14 (No. 214) 120 Seggiolina Pop 168 Wishbone 216 
Michael Thonet Enzo Mari Hans J. Wegner 

Orgone Plastic 124 Standard 172 Wood 220 
Marc Newson Jean Prouve Marc Newson 

Paimio 128 Steelwood 176 ZigZag 224 
Alvar Aalto Ronan and Erwan Bouroullec Gerrit Rietveld 

Panton 132 Stool One 180 
Verner Panton Konstantin Grcic 

PAW 136 Superleggera 699 184 The Designers 228 

Charles and Ray Eames Gio Ponti Glossary 237 

Bibliography 239 
Pelt 140 Thinking Man's Chair 188 Acknowledgments 240 
Benjamin Hubert Jasper Morrison Picture Credits 240 

Pressed 144 Toledo 192 
Harry Thaler Jorge Pensi 


