
Kibbutz 
Architecture Without Precedents 

The Israeli Pavilion 

The 12th International Architecture Exhibition 

The Venice Biennial 



Contents 

Foreword 9 

Part One - Social Ideas and Architectural Planning (History) 15 

The Initial Phases: A Test Case | Galia Bar Or 17 

On the Problems of Kibbutz Building | Yitzhak Tabenkin 51 

The Planning of Construction in the Commune 

in Socialist Thought | Shabtai Beeri 65 

The Culture House in Our Commune | Haim Ben-Asher 81 

Part Two - Planning and Change (The Present) 89 

Neither City, Nor Village - A Kibbutz | Yuval Yasky 91 

Towards Structural Changes: Regional Organization 

Freddy Kahana 115 

The Discreet Charm of the Kibbutz 

Zvi Efrat, from a conversation with Galia Bar Or 121 

Part Three - Architects on their Work (The First Generation) 127 

The Kibbutz and the Communal Village | Richard Kauffmann 129 

Some Remarks on Construction in the Kibbutz | Shmuel Mestechkin 133 

Pages from the book Kibbutz + Bauhaus | Arieh Sharon 138 

On Some Problems of Gardening in Kibbutz Settlement Planning 

Samuel Bickels 147 

The Junkyard Playground of Malka Haas | Carl Steinitz 167 

Lullaby to My Father | Amos Gitai 173 

Part Four - Key to Terms and Notes on Architects 187 


