
M. Christine Boyer 

Not Quite Architecture 
Writing around Alison and 
Peter Smithson 

The M IT Press 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 
London, England 



Contents 

Preface ix 
Acknowledgments xv 

Compromising Modernism: Architectural Polemics 
in Postwar England 1 

A History of Beginnings: Alternate Routes for a 
Younger Generation of Architects 37 

Thoughts Touching Everything 75 

Messages from America 113 

Fashionable Modernity 157 

Vehicles of Desire 195 

Team 10: Keeping the Language of Modern 
Architecture Alive 231 

Retrospective Ruminations 259 

Landscapes of Lyrical Appropriateness 293 

The "Sensibility Primers": Revenge of the Picturesque 329 

The Fictional Smithsons: Autobiographical Accounts 359 

Notes 397 
Index 465 


