
THE 
DATA 

REVOLUTION 
BIG DATA, OPEN DATA, DATA INFRASTRUCTURES 

& THEIR CONSEQUENCES 

ROD Kitcnin 

USAGE 
Los Angeles | London | New Delhi 

Singapore | Washington DC 



CONTENTS 

List of Tables viii 
List of Figures ix 
About the Author x 
Acknowledgements xi 
Note xiv 
Preface xv 

1 Conceptualising Data 1 

2 Small Data, Data Infrastructures and Data Brokers 27 

3 Open and Linked Data 48 

4 Big Data 67 

5 Enablers and Sources of Big Data 80 

6 Data Analytics 100 

7 The Governmental and Business Rationale for Big Data 113 

8 The Reframing of Science, Social Science and Humanities Research 128 

9 Technical and Organisational Issues 149 

10 Ethical, Political, Social and Legal Concerns 165 

11 Making Sense of the Data Revolution 184 

References 
Index 

193 
215 


