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PREFACE

Mark Rakatansky's recent 'Fabricators' offers insight
into architecture's story-telling instinct, noting that we
as architects don't just 'make things', we just as routinely
(perhaps even more naturally) 'make things up'. Across
a wide range of examples and episodes he re-frames this
undeniable architectural reality, this schism between
what architects think they're up to and how they go about
relaying their account to minds other than their own.

From Palladio's 'creative nervousness' (a wonderful
jab at the imaginary mental state of an architectural giant
obsessed with superimposing layer after layer onto thick-
ened Renaissance facades) or a stylish, Philip Marlowesque-
forensic account of Giulio Romano's sixteenth-century
parametrics, to the joke-telling intonation of Louis Kahn's
late-night arguments with bricks, the essays that follow
are chock full of casual asides, scholarly details and the *
occasional bad joke (picture Kahn's bricks responding
'I want to be veneer').

Unexpected, even quirky traits emerge. First,
Rakatansky has a faith in the lateral possibilities of
knowledge transfer unmatched by any other architectural
observer in this era of noisy, triba! culture. These essays
mine everything from the mannerisms of John Coltrane
to the animate impulses of Bugs Bunny's creator and the
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