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Opposite: A wall painting from the Praedla of
Julia Felix in Pompeii, depicting Roman writing
materials: ink-pot and stylus, papyrus roll and wax
tablets. The painting can be found in the National
Archaeological Museum, Naples.

Page 1: A plate from Denis Diderot's Encyclopedic,
ou dictionnaire raisonne des sciences, des arts et
des metiers, 1751-72, showing typesetters at
work. The 35-volume encyclopaedia illustrated
many technological processes of the day.

Page 2: Books lining the walls in American
poet Richard Howard's apartment.
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